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The Aphasia Institute is a Canadian community-based centre of excellence,
pioneering programs and practices that help people with aphasia learn how
to communicate in new ways and begin to navigate  their own lives again.
Through direct service, research, education and training, the Aphasia
Institute has built an international reputation as a world leader and
educator in aphasia.

Dear Friend

It's been a while since our last Building Bridges newsletter, so we thought it was
time for a catch-up and a reminder that we've been as busy as ever!

COVID–19 May Have
Closed Our Physical
Doors...
but it didn't stop us from pivoting to
online communication support. We
know that even pre-COVID, many
people with aphasia experience
extreme social isolation and so staff
and volunteers worked tirelessly to
respond quickly and strategically to
the new reality of the pandemic.
 
By successfully adapting and
delivering our programs online we
created a lifeline for our clients with
aphasia and their families - ensuring
that no one was left behind.
 
In addition to making our core
conversation group programs available, we added programs to help our clients
stay engaged in life by offering new experiences and connections. Programs like
our Concert Series, Virtual Travel, and Virtual Outings have virtually whisked
people with aphasia and their families away from the isolation of their own four
walls and off to concerts, comedy performances, musicals, circuses, and exciting
tour destinations from all around the world – including a recent online trip to the
Toronto Zoo!

Click on the program calendar above to see our current online
program offerings.

A Fresh, New
Look with
Our Website
Relaunch

Over the last year we gave our website a much needed overhaul and redesign to
make it visually more appealing and easier to navigate – especially for people
with aphasia.
 
Click on the image above and see for yourself!
 
We hope you'll enjoy the fresh look for 2021.

https://aphasia-institute.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2021/06/Walk-Story-2021_rev.pdf
https://www.aphasia.ca/programs-services/community-aphasia-program/
https://www.aphasia.ca/
https://aphasia-institute.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2021/06/Walk-Story-2021_rev.pdf


Aphasia
Awareness
Month
June was Aphasia Awareness
Month. Most people have
still never heard of aphasia
despite the fact that over
100,000 Canadians live with
aphasia.
 
Our awareness campaign
included dynamic billboards
throughout Ontario that conveyed a sense of what it is like to live daily with
aphasia.
 
See below for this dynamic messaging in action.
 
Creation and placement of the billboards project was made possible by a
partnership with Public Inc., our longtime strategic partner and an Aphasia
Institute Community Partner Award winner. Billboards were donated by VENDO
Media Inc., with a few provided at cost.

Aphasia Awareness Month also included offering free new resources to Ontario
healthcare providers with the generous assistance of the Ontario Ministry of
Health & Long-Term Care. We had an overwhelmingly positive response with
demand far exceeding our capacity.

Our annual signature
fundraiser, the Talk, Walk 'n
Roll, was once again a virtual
event.

On Sunday, July 25th, our
clients, staff, volunteers, and
family engaged individually in
our own neighbourhoods and
parks, showcasing the
commitment of our internal
community in supporting the
work of the Aphasia Institute.

While we always need more funding and more support, we are happy to have
surpassed this year's targeted goal of $81,000.

Click on the self-portrait above to read about our client, Tita, who for the
first year of the pandemic could not join our online programs - isolated and
unable to connect with the friends and community that have been a vital part of
her daily life for many years.

In her story, Tita tells us how with the help of her husband, Jesus, and our staff
and volunteers, she is now fully engaged in our online programs!

https://publicinc.com/
https://www.vendomedia.co/
https://www.aphasia.ca/health-care-providers/resources-and-tools/free-resources/
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/
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