
Executive Transitions at the Aphasia Institute

We apologize in advance for cross postings

Sending on behalf of Silvia Gomes, Board Chair: 

Dear valued colleagues and partners of the Aphasia Institute,

The Board of Directors of the Aphasia Institute (the Board) would like to share that after leading
the institute since 1987, Dr. Aura Kagan will be stepping down as Executive Director and
transitioning to a new role as Executive Advisor, Strategy, Applied Research and Education as
of April 1, 2023. We are pleased to announce that the current Director, Clinical Services and
National/ Provincial Education Lead, Natalie Gierman MHSc. PMP, has been appointed to the
Executive Director role. Aura and Natalie have known each other and collaborated together for
many years and are looking forward to continuing to work together in their new capacities. 

Dr. Aura Kagan

Aura is an accomplished and internationally renowned
academic and researcher who has dedicated her life to
helping people with aphasia and their families. Under her
leadership and vision, the Aphasia Institute has been
transformative for the aphasia community. Aura's research
demonstrated that improving a conversation partner's skills
could improve the ability of individuals with aphasia to
participate in conversation, with significant implications for
relationships and life participation. She and her team
developed Supported Conversation for Adults with Aphasia
(SCA™) which is now used globally, along with an extensive
array of materials including outcome measurement tools and
research programs, that have made communication
accessible to people with aphasia worldwide. Aura is an
American Speech and Hearing Association (ASHA) Fellow
and has received multiple awards for her contributions to the
field of aphasia, including the Robin Tavistock Award in 2020.
The Board thanks Aura for her visionary leadership and her
impact on the lives of people with aphasia and their families.
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Natalie has over 18 years of experience in senior
roles in the non-profit health sector and the Board
looks forward to the commitment, compassion and
leadership abilities that she will bring to her new
role. Natalie has spent her career developing
policy and advocating for system change to
improve access to quality patient care. She brings
a deep knowledge of stroke systems of care and is
a long-time dedicated aphasia champion including
past service as a volunteer on the Aphasia
Institute’s Research and Ethics Committee. Natalie
has noted that she is building on a rich history and
solid foundation and that will allow the Aphasia
Institute to continue to grow and seek
innovative and creative ways to meet the
changing needs of the aphasia community.

Natalie Gierman

The Board thanks the executive staff for their efforts in ensuring a smooth transition in the best
interests of the Aphasia Institute, its members and the community we serve. Congratulations to
Aura and Natalie on their new roles and thank you again to Aura for her exemplary leadership.

Sincerely,
Silvia Gomes
Board Chair, Aphasia Institute

Aphasia Institute | 416-226-3636 | 73 Scarsdale Rd. TO ON CA M3B 2R2 | www.aphasia.ca

https://www.facebook.com/aphasiainstitute
https://twitter.com/Aphasia_Inst
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2233838/admin/

